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BENGALI. 


Monthly. 
“ Bharat Shramajivi’’ 
“ Rajshahye Sambad” 
“Gramvarta Prakashika” 
‘“ Arva Pratibha” 


‘‘ Suhbrid” ‘es 
Bi-monthly. 

“ Caln& Prakash” sts 

“ Hindu Laland ” oe 


a Weekly. 


Banga Hitaishi”’ 
‘“ Bharat Mihir” 

‘“ Bharat Sanskarak” 
‘Bengal Advertiser” 

“ Bishwa Dit” a 
“ Bardwan Pracharik&”’ 

‘ Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 
“Dacca Prakash” si 
‘‘Kducation Gazette”  ... 
“ Gramvarta Prakashiké”’ 
“ Hindu Hitaishini” — 
“Hindu Ranjika”’ sn 
“ Murshidab&d Pratinidhi”’ 
 Pratikér”’ a 
Rangpore Dik Prakash” 
* Sadharani”’ oa 
 Sahachara”’ a 
* Sambad Bhaskar” 

* Sulabha Samachar” 

Soma Prakash” 


Bi-weekly. 
‘ Banga Mitra” 
Daily. 


* Sambad Prabhakar 


“ Sambad Pirnachandrodaya” ... 


‘Samachar Chandrika”’ 
“ Banga Vidyé Prak4shika’’ 
Arya Mihir” ae 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
‘“ Howrah Hitakari” ve 
‘‘ Murshidabad Patrik&”’... 
“ Barisél Vartabaha”’ _... 
ENGLISH AND URDU. 
“Urdu Guide” 


Bimontil 
1-monthly. 
“Akhbér-ul-Akhiér” 


HInpIi. 


Weekly. 
‘* Behar Bandhu” _— 
“ Bharat Mitra ” 


PERSIAN. 
‘ Jam-Jah&n-numa” 


eee 


i 


Barahanagar 

R&jshahye 

Comerentiy 

Bhavénipore 

Calcutta 

Célné sl 

Nawabgang, Barrack- 
pore. 

Bhavanipore, Calcutta 


Bhavan{pore, Calcutta 
Mymensingh ses 
Harin&bhi hi 
sa on en 
ali an}, cutta éas 
Bardway 
Ditto 
Dacca 
Hooghly 
Comercolly 
Dacca sa 
Beauleah, Réjshdhbye..., 


Bethar, Howrah 
Berhampore 
Barisal 


Calcutta 


Mazufferpore 


Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta 


Ditto 


eeeene 


Agrahayan, 1284B:S. 


5th September 1878. 
6th _ ditto. 


llth September 1878. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto, 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto, 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


6th to 11th September 1878. 
5th to 13th ditto. 


Bthto 9th _ ditto. 
lst and Sth 


ditto. 


7th September 1878, 


llth ditto. 


6th and 13th September 1878. 


: SADHARASYI, 
September 8th, 1878. 


SAHACHAR, 
September 10th, 1878. 


Howran HitaKkakzl, 
September lst, 1878. 


Buarat MIHIR, 
September 6th, 1878. 


(. 3: ) 


POLITICAL. 


Tue Sddhdrani, of the 8th September, deprecates an invasion o 

Cabul in case the Amir should decline , 
‘ay receive the contemplated British Emb 
under Sir Neville Chamberlain. There is a limit to the extension of 
eropire; and the British Government has reached this limit. In gpite of 
several advantages enjoyed by the people, such as the security of life ang 
property, our rulers have yet to doa great deal for them. The people have 
yet to be taught the arts and sciences, military science, patriotism, unity, ang 
other things; and so long as the duty of the Government in these respects 
remains unfulfilled, any further extension of the empire is undesirable 
The conquest of Cabul will not bring any advantage to England, 
Tt will be an expensive undertaking, and will bring calamity on the poverty. 
stricken people of this country. As a defensive measure against the advance 
of Russia, it is not adequate. Once go beyond India, and there will be no 
knowing where to draw the line. Fresh conquests must be made to stay 
Russian advances, till the very magnitude of the new acquisitions will 
jeopardise the safety of the empire. If the people are well governed and 
conciliated, the efforts of a hundred Russias will be in vain. 

2. The evils, writes the Sahachar, which we had apprehended from the 
occupation of Khelat are about to be realized, 
, An embassy is about to be sent to Cabul, and 
should there be any unwillingness on the part of the Amir to receive it, there 
will be awar. It is not unlikely that, if pressure is put upon hin, he will 


The Embassy to Cabul. 


The Embassy to Cabul. 


throw himself into the arms of Russia. Owing to the short-sighted poli 


of Lord Lytton, the British Government has lost a true ally. That this 
policy should be abandoned, is the counsel of every one who is conversant 
with the Afghan character and with Asiatic politics. Considering that it 


has always veen the policy of Government to strengthen Cabul, and maintain 
it asa barrier between Russia and India, the occupation of Khelat, a measure 
which has greatly displeased the Amir, has been a great mistake. Kohelat 
should therefore be given up, and the British Government should not insist 
on placing a Resident at Cabul. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


3. The Howrah Hitakart complains of the oppression being practised 
ite a .on ignorant laborers and petty traders aad 
shop-keepers by assessing them greatly i 
excess of their incomes. With their scanty means they are unable to appeal 
to the Collector. But the assessors are not entirely to blame, for they 
believe that the man, who can put the most money into the treasury, will 
secure the favour of the Collector, and be regarded: as a very useful officer 
True it is that our compassionate Government and its officials do not like to 
see the people oppressed. Regard should be had to the fact that they are 
stupid and ignorant, that they do not understand their own rights, an that 
the generality of them are without energy. Laborers and shop-keepers are 
for the most part obliged to endure their hard lot, as they have no remedy 
against the oppression of the assessors. eS gee 
4. The Bhdrat Mihir observes that the assurance that there would be 
The license tax and the construc- railway s constructed all over the country, 
tion of railways. served in great measure to weaken the Phe 
tests which would otherwise have been made against the introduction of the 
license tax. The people understood that famine expend'ture, was pressils 
upon the Government, and that, under the circumstances, a new tat Ww 


t€) 


gnavoidable. They would : gladly submit to the tax if, from its proceeds, 
“ome grand work of public utility were to be constructed. The tax has 
heen imposed, and is being levied from even petty tradesmen ; but instead of 
here being railways all over the country, there is no talk of constructing 
‘ines even. in tracts which do not possess any means of communication. 
We have doubts regarding the projected Mymensingh Railway, which has 
hitherto found so much favour with Sir Ashley Eden. What value will the 
people set on the pledges of Government if, after the imposition of the 
license tax, and the sufferings occasioned by it, railways are not constructed ? 
It is to be hoped that a commencement will be made of the works promised 
by Lord Lytton during his stay in India. | 
“65, The Pratékar, of the 6th September, observes: At what an 
inauspicious moment was the License Tax 
Act. passed! This tax occasioned the Surat 
riots. Against it has the Government been memorialized so often, and 
on account of it are cries of distress heard in every household in India. It 
has affected everybody more or less. Prices have almost everywhere risen 
high, and there i8 great distress in the country. At such a time as this the 
people should be relieved as much as possible from the pressure of taxation. 
Government, although it fully understands this, is nevertheless indifferent. 
The high scale on which it pays its officers does not obtain in any other 
country. So long as Government is not able to maintain an equality 
between its income and its necessary expenditure, taxes under different names 
will continue to suck the life-blood of the people. 

6.. The Bharat Sanskadrak wishes to know why, seeing the police are 
supposed to be the guardians of our lives and 
— _ property, and the preservers of the public 
peace, respectable people keep at a distance from them and fear the red turban 
(lal-pagriwallah). ‘The reason is because a police official thinks himself a 
Raja, and does not know how to pay respect where it is due. He will use 
every endeavour to injure the man that has incurred his displeasure; he will 
even trump up a case against him and bring false charges. The policeman 
fears no fine ; he can easily recoup himself by means of a bribe, nor does he 
carefor prison orathrashing. The public will always have a dread of the police 
«0 long as no reform reaches the department, There are few educated and 
well-behaved men in this branch of the public service, and the few good men tuat 
enter it, in time get corrupted. The police officers consist mainly of igno- 
tant Musalmdns or other men of low caste, who have no idea of what is right 
and proper. Their only ambition is to-accumulate money and get promoted. 
Educated and well-conducted men, who avoid evil ways, should be engaged 
for the police, and the lower grades should have their salaries increased. 
Candidates should be selected after examination. Provision should also be 
oy for some leisure to police officers, who should not be kept on duty night 
and day, } 

7. The Sddhdrani, of the 8th September, devotes a series of articles to 

The value of the native news- the subject of the Surat riots and the trial of 
oe _ the Editors. In the introductory article he 
dwells on the services rendered by the native newspapers to Government in 
representing the views and opinions of the people. Whatever may be the cause, 
the authorities must be aware that” there is growing discontent among the 
People. The Native Press gives expression to this feeling, which would 
Otherwise exist all the same, but work unperceived. ‘There were no native 
Papers in 1857, and. hence the sepoy mutiny came upon the rulers as 
ni Unexpected event. Newspapers are an aid to good administration. 
The Be > in hi Press Act, havin 

cretary of State in his despatch on the Vernacular Press Act, sg 


The license tax. 


The Police Department. 


PRATIKAR, 


September 6th, 1878. 


Barat SANSKARAK, 
September 6th, 1878. 


SADHARARI, 
September 8th, 1878. 
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Sogt he es Mat 
Pb igh Pee 


advised the Native Editors to dwell on specific grievances instead: of uttering 


| vague denunciations, the trial of the Surat Editors engages the | ttentign Th 
a the writer in og pe a8 li to | 
sous, § §. Under a despotism, says the same paper, it is necessary, for: eve 
es ior aeaate The value of the. native news- ‘PUTPOSES of good government, that thea res 
papers. should seek to make themselves acqnat fro 
with the views and sentiments of the people. That the British in India’, not 
not do this, is clearly seen from the passing of the Press Act. Even if 4 in | 
happen to know the feelings of their subjects, they are not sufficiently: wij. or0 
a ing to allay popular discontent or remove popular grievances. [Here the dot 
| writer quotes the Statesman.] Instead of there being ‘ good ‘feel ma 
between the rulers and the ruled, there exists a great gulf between ther, the 
because the former do not desire to know the minds of the latter. British 
rule in this country is now a century old, but the English are still strangers. 
why? We believe thatthe differences of race and religion, and the regard. 
ing of the people as strangers by the ruling race, are the reasons. We RB 
heartily despise those that would foment ill-feeling between the two races, and Dep 
we regard those people as insane who think of expelling the British fom fm 
India. On the other hand, the men who seek to promote good feeling Ed 
between Europeans and Natives are entitled to our gratitude. But this few 
noble and grand work cannot be accomplished without mutual co-operation, cat 
a oe 9, The Dacca Prakash, of the 8th September, regards the rejection ma 
— Oe by the Chief Commissioner of the affidavit Hi 2 
filed by one Aradhan Das, aspersing the char. bet 
acter of Mr. Wight, a judicial officer in Assam, as unsatisfactory. - Such hee 
serious charges as were brought against this officer ought not to have Th 
been dismissed without due enquiry; as it is, both the accuser and the he 
accused are looked upon with suspicion by the public. 2 sho 
ae ee 10. The Burdwan ms Po 20th ba es compares -the pal 
ee ae relative advantages of direct and indirect tar- 
ee ation, and observes that the former is not suited T 
to this country. His reasons are—(l) That a direct tax must be paid ” 
immediately to the Government, and no delay in the matter of payment cl 
is allowed. (2) The people are ignorant and improvident, and find great pul 


F difficulty in responding to the call of the tax-gatherer. (8) This system 7 for 
a of taxation gives rise to oppression and other abuses. 


Barpway Sansivant. 11. In a letter communicated to this paper, the writer refers to the 
The license tax assessment in the high prices that are now ruling in Bengal, aud 
mofussil, takes occasion to notice the harassment ca 


to the people in the mofussil by the circle officers under the License Tax Act. the 
With the exception of Brahmins actually engaged as priests, all other— 


_ . washermen, barbers, smiths, carpenters, &c., are made liable to the tat vel 
% although in many cases their income is less than Rs. 100 a year. It's Li 
4 well known that the earnings of barbers, especially in villages, are extremely 40 
™ limited. Even women earning five or six pice a day by husking paddy, a ne 
= not exempted. | fay 
pO | Som Paaxass, 12. The Som Prakash, of the 9th September, does not see the neces In 
Ceptember 9th, 1878. 7a., semy expenditure and famine sity of keeping up an army in England for the 
tex. ‘i defence of India. Should danger threalél 
the army in this country would be equal to any emergency. Even supposl8 Be 
they prove unequal, and it becomes necessary to bring out troops | 
from England, cannot the authorities spare a portion of the Hnglish att): " 
and in a short time obtain recruits to take their place? Is it fair, in vieW : m 
remote contingencies, permanently to support the indolent at the expel ie : 


the poor? Is this the casein the other dependencies of Great ribald + 


cw 

The views ‘of Lord Cranbrook Tegarding the license tax do not pear 
5 us to be reasonable. Considering that the cost of famine relief in almost 
every case amounts to ten or twelve crores of rupees, the creation of a famine 
reserve fund of two crores by means of fresh taxation does not promise freedom 
from apprehensions in respect of thefuture. If, during a period of distress, it is 
not found impracticable to raise ten crores, why should there be any difficulty 
in raising & fifth of that sum? It is not, on the other hand, easy to raise two 
crores of rupees by taxation in anticipation of a famine: ‘This cannot be 
done without causing suffering to the people. The argument that taxation 
may teach frugality is amusing. The frequent famines of India taught 
the people this long before the advent of Sir John Strachey. 


EDUCATION. | 


18. Adverting to the recent resolution of the Lieutenant-Governor 
Recent changes in the Education OD the Education Department, the Sahachar 
‘Department. regrets to observe that the case of the unfortu- 
' nate Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors has not been attended to. The 
Education Committees have been reduced to a nominal existence; very 
few Magistrates have leisure for attending to work connected with edu- 
cation, We do not see the wisdom of placing the Deputy Inspectors under 
many masters. ‘They could easily carry on the supervision of the pathdslds 
- under instructions from the Inspectors. They are greatly inconvenienced by 

being obliged to hold their offices in the same room with the Magistrate’s 
head clerk, and to depend on his good graces for their supply of stationery. 
The condition of the education clerks is really miserable ; besides their own 
work, they are often required to assist the Magistrate’s clerk. Sub-Inspectors 
should be entirely subordinate to the Deputy Inspectors in the matter of 
pathsala inspection. | Lit Bigs 
14. The Sambad Prabhakar, of the 10th September, asks Government 
The need of agricultural schools 0 open an agricultural class in every district 
and colleges. school, and an agricultural college in every 
city in Bengal. At the outset, a small outlay will be required for this 
purpose, but in ten years this will all be recovered. There is a great demand 
for skilled agricultural labour in this province. 


FAMINE, 


15. A correspondent writing to the Bhdrat Sanskadrak from Nardil 
- states that excessive rain, drought, and the 
hectdition of Nardi and the crops qdenredations of an insect called hatid, have 
| destroyed almost all the ashw paddy, leaving 
very little for next year’s seed. The aman paddy is not so hopeless. 
Linseed, indigo, and jute have thriven well; rice has fallen here from Rs. 6 
to Rs, 5 and Rs, 5-4: per maund. Many people have to subsist on only one 
meal a day; the peasants are dull and desponding. Should the aman crop 
fal, it will be a very bad thing for Bengal. The cattle plague has greatly 
increased this year and almost emptied the cattle sheds. 
16. The Bhdérat Mihir, of the 5th September, thus describes the 
rospects of the crops in Eastern Bengal. 
Bergey, ta of crops in Kasten ‘The water has again risen, and although the 
| - rise is not so great as on the last occasion, it 
will destroy the transplanted paddy. Dismal accounts reach us from the 
mofussil. Rice almost everywhere sells at Re. 4-8 a maund. The people 
that cultivate jute are, however, better off. There is, nevertheless, consider- 
a le distress. The local officers unable, in their palatial residences, to 


the sufferings of the people, or unwilling to reveal the sad state ¢ 
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Brarat Mrarr, 
September 5th, 1878. 
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September 6th, 1878, 


EpvcaTion GazErTsz, 
September 6th, 1878. 


EpvcaTion GazETTs. 


ue 


things, are sending in favourable reports to Government. Sir Ashley: Bien 
is known to be a friend to the poor, but his actions do not seem to show .4;. 
He is satisfied with the reports of the Magistrates and Commissioners, - By 
why do we blame His Honor? ‘What Government can prevent the recurr 
of these protracted famines? It cannot maintain permanent relief wos 
for the simple reason that it has not funds enough for the purpose, We 
cannot, on the other hand, remain silent in the presence of starvation and 
distress. There will never be an end of this sad state of things uni 
enquiries are set on foot regarding their cause. It 1s to be feared that thi 
will never be done by the Famine Commission. We have always mj 
tained that a poor country like India is not able to bear the cost of the present 
expensive system of administration, and that there will be no improvement 
so long as retrenchments are not made in this respect. 


‘Locat. 


17. Acknowledging the many advantages derived from the establish: 


cid ment of municipalities, the Bhdrat Sanskdrq} 
re thinks that the working of these institutions — 
suffered from the improper selections. made of members for the committess, 


These committees are overridden by the Government nominees or certain 
influential men who carry everything before them. The Magistrate, : who is 
the Chairman, might contro] the proceedings of the committees, but he is 
ignorant of local matters. In almost every municipal jurisdiction in which there 
are many respectable people, there is an association of rate-payers. This ass- 
ciation might render important help. They might protest against unreason- 
able suggestions on the part of Municipal Commissioners, and might seek 
to prevent the perpetration of injustice and wrong. But we have repeatedly 
observed with regret that the Chairman gives no heed to the representations 
of rate-payers. Even when rate-payers have unanimously requested the 
removal of men unworthy to sit on the committee, and the substitution of fit 
men, their prayers have been disregarded. These municipalities have beer 
established for the good of the people ; but if the representations made by the 
people are not heeded, what is the advantage they derive from municipal 
institutions? We should like to see a rate-payers’ association organized 
wherever there is a municipality, and the Government should require 
Municipal Commissioners to act in consultation with these associations. 
18. An anonymous correspondent writes to the Hducation Gazelle 
diniiiiae deceit Whiks snk that the money granted by tie Midnapore 


Road Cess Fund for the road from the village 
of Khardr tothe eastern boundary of Rani Bdézar, has not been satisfactorily 


laid out. The road is still incomplete, and a mile of it has suffered from the 
flood of the 4th Bhddra (19th August). It should have been constructed 
so as to have been higher than the flood-level. It is hoped that the road 
will be made firm and in every way useful by next year. The three other 
roads in the station are not of much use. Pe 
19. We extract the following from the Zducation Gazette -—The 


» excavati | .  Kénénadt is a large branch of the Damoodat. 
on a eer Taking its rise oa the Damoodar near Selim- 
abad, it flows successively south, south-east, and south-west till: it agala 
meets the parent stream at the Kéls4p4 mouth. Formerly, during the rains 
when the Damoodar overflowed its banks, the KAndnadf also slightly rose and 
fertilized the lands of the adjacent villages. Boat traffic also was facilitated 
to some extent. But the river gradually silted up at its mouth, until its bed 
rose above the level of the Damoodar ; thus rendering any flow of water 1!0 
it from the Damoodar impossible. It consequently came to be known as the 


a ibe Bee 2 


Ved 


Kdnanadt, and has ever since continued in the condition just described. The 
-eventionof the flow of water into the K4nénadf was not felt to be inconvenient 
~o long as there was no embankment on the eastside of the Damoodar, and 
‘cultural operations were aided. by floods on both sides. of the tiver. 
Bat since the construction of the strong and high embankment for the 
tection of the railway, the land on the east side has ceased to be 
fertilized, and there being to similar embankment on the west, the whole 
solume of water discharges itself in that direction and produces injurious 
sonsequences, although, for purposes of cultivation, éxcess of water is 
better than a lack of it. ies . tly Bear 
~ (he excavation of the Kdndnadt is the only means by which 4 
rood water-supply may be secured to this part of the country. Here the 
sultivation of paddy depends entirely upon the rainfall. If the Kéné 
should be excavated, cultivators will, by the help of irrigation, be better able 
to produce potatoes, sugarcane, tobacco, and other crops. The channel of the 
Kindnadt is to this day, for the most part, deep.and broad; the inequa- 
lities observable in its bed would, in time, disappear under the action of the 
current flowing over it. The Kana becomes narrower and. shallower the 
higher it ascends, till within six or eight miles from Selimabad the channel 
is choked up with sand and has the appearance of high land. 
_ By cutting a passage through this land and constructing a lock at the 
point of junction between the Kana and Damoodar, water might be made 
to flow, when necessary, into the Kana. If this were done, there would be 
no scarcity of water in this part of the country, and agricultural operations 
would be greatly benefited. aie 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


20. We.take the following from the Bhdrat Mihir, on the condition 
Gya. | of the tenants in this district is extremely 
wretched. It is not that they do not labour, for the men and women work 
hoth day and night; but they cannot earn enough to live upon. The 
reasons for this state of things are the following :—First, most of the people 
possess no land which they can call their own. Here the zemindars and 
the mokurruridars and thikadars who hold under them, are all in all in 
matters connected with land. The tenant is entitled to a portion of the 
produce only, and even this he has to share with the zemindar’s amlah and 
the chowkidars, Malgoozardar ryots are indeed sometimes found, but 
their existence is a mockery. The rights of-the landlord are complete; 
aud he can at his pleasure oust the ryots from their holdings and make 
fresh settlements. The power of enhancing the rent is also optional with 
him. Another evil to which these malgoozar tenures are liable, is that the 
holders are required to pay any rates which Government, and any 
cesses which the zemindars, may impose upon them. ‘The tenantry are 
consequently unwilling to make any improvements in the land, labouring, as 
they do, under such disadvantages. So much for the profits derivable from 
land. Secondly, it is not easy for laborers to earn a livelihood. Wages 
are extremely low; this year, owing to the drought, prices have risen 
considerably in this district, and there is extreme distress. 

21. In these days of drought, writes the Pratikdr, crops might to 
a great extent be saved from destruction by 
some well devised scheme of = But 
the task js beyond our means, and could only be accomplished by the 
overnment. There are tracts of country where, not to speak of drought 
"excessive rain, even a seasonable rainfall destroys the crops. This is the 


Need of irrigation canals. 


Brarat Mrurr, 


The condition of the peasantry in of the peasantry in Gya. The condition %ptember 3rd, 1878. 


PRATIKAR, 
September 6th, 1878. 


BsuaRm BANDE, 
September 11th, 1878. 
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case in many villages where the fields are low, and where, owing 4g the 


absence of all outlet, the waters accumulate on the fields. Sometimes y,, 


rivers overflow, and there being no embankments to stay the flood, the tin 
are laid under water. There is no happiness for the Bengal peasant, he 
not an object of care either with the Government or the zemindar, 

22. A correspondent of the Behar Bondhu of the 11th Septembe 


har Gazette and Hindi ve. Yemarks, in reference to the proposal 
pine Be tte and Hindi change the language of the Behar Genny 


_from Hindi to Urdu, and to the circular issued by Government gn 4), 


subject, that the cause of the unpopularity of this publication is that }, 
language is not intelligible. It, however, does not behove the Govern. 
ment, on the ground of there heing a small number of subscribers to the 
Gazetie, to change the language into Urdu simply to please them; guc} 
a course might commend itself to the proprietor of a - private ‘Te wspaper, 
Government is therefore asked to allow the present arrangement 4 
continue at least for one year, while seeking to improve the language of 
the translations and to further the use of the Hindi. Although on enquiry 
it will be found that the many are for Urdu, still, considering that the 
question has been once decided in favour of Hindi, and that even the rising 
generation of .Mahomedans prefer this language, a return to the 
Urdu is not desirable. The writer concludes the article by asking Govern. 
ment to continue the Gazetie in Hindi, placing the work of translation 
in competent hands. The Gazette should, moreover, contain important 
matter, and not merely, as at present, appointments, notifications, and 
transfers of officers, &c. : 


BenGant TRansLator’s OFricz, ROBERT ROBINSON, 


The 14th September 1878. Offg. Bengali Translator. 
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